
 

 

 
 

 
Jael Zaragoza - Anaheim Ducks 
Jael’s hometown team is the Anaheim Ducks. She teaches English and Spanish at George Brown 
Jr. Elementary School and has been a teacher for eight years. Jael decided to become a dual 
language teacher because she feels language is important for students to thrive and 
communicate. Jael has helped her students to become more engaged and excited about their 
education by implementing technology within different learning processes in her classroom.   
 
 
Dan Uttech - Arizona Coyotes 
Dan’s hometown team is the Arizona Coyotes. He teaches 7th & 8th grade STEM at Desert Sands 
Middle School and has been a teacher for 13 years.  Dan enjoys teaching his students new 
concepts and the moments he loves most about teaching are when students can learn from a 
mistake by working to fix it. Outside of the classroom, Dan supports his community as a Sunday 
School teacher and is a coach for his son’s hockey teams and the middle school’s cross-country 
team.  
 
 
Brendan Bean - Boston Bruins 
Brendan’s hometown team is the Boston Bruins. He teaches 7th grade Science at Eliot K-8 
Innovation School and has been a teacher for 10 years. Brendan has always been fascinated by 
Science and loves helping students understand how the universe works. Growing up playing and 
coaching hockey, Brendan uses every opportunity he can to link Science in the classroom to the 
sport. Outside of the classroom, Brendan enjoys spending time with his family and coaching 
youth hockey.  
 
 
Makeba Story – Carolina Hurricanes  
Makeba’s hometown team is the Carolina Hurricanes. She teaches 5th grade Math at Fairview 
Elementary School and has been a teacher for four years. Makeba decided to become a teacher 
because she truly believes in the power of young people. Makeba believes that the scholars she 
works with today will be the people who shape the future and she wants to support that journey. 
Makeba has a passion for helping her students succeed and making a positive impact on their 
lives.  
 
 
Nancy Paricio – Colorado Avalanche   
Nancy’s hometown team is the Colorado Avalanche. She is a 7th grade Social Studies teacher at 
Bell Middle School and has been a teacher for 34 years. Nancy became a teacher because she 
wanted to have a positive impact on the world and help students expand their views beyond 
their own personal surroundings. Outside of the classroom, Nancy is the teacher-advisor for 
several community service clubs including the school’s Student Council. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Angela Plant - Columbus Blue Jackets 
Angela’s hometown team is the Columbus Blue Jackets. She is a 1st-7th grade Gifted Coordinator 
& Intervention Specialist at Millcreek Elementary and has been a teacher for 24 years. Angela 
became a teacher because she loves watching her students grow and providing them with 
support while also being a positive role model. Outside of the classroom, Angela is a Girl Scout 
leader, volleyball coach for her daughter’s youth league team, President of the Miller Band 
Boosters and President of the Southern Perry County Academic Endowment Fund. 
 
 
Bill Boerman – Detroit Red Wings 
Bill’s hometown team is the Detroit Red Wings. He teaches 4th grade at Woodbridge Elementary 
School and has been a teacher for 25 years. Bill was inspired by the kindness of his own 5th grade 
teacher to pursue teaching as a career. One of his favorite parts of teaching is providing students 
with different “touchpoints of learning” in hopes of showing them the importance of making a 
difference. Outside of the classroom, Bill has helped his students design a local garden for the 
community and volunteered with them to serve dinner at a local shelter.  
 
 
Sarah Corbiere – Edmonton Oilers 
Sarah’s hometown team is the Edmonton Oilers. She teaches Grade 5 at Ecole Camille J. Lerouge 
School and has been a teacher for 20 years. Sarah loves teaching her students that Math can be 
fun and is more than just equations and memorization. She especially loves the "aha" moments 
when students can figure out something that has been a struggle for them. Outside of the 
classroom, Sarah is actively involved with the sporting endeavors of her two sons. Sarah has also 
been a member of a local volunteer service organization composed of women who raise funds and 
awareness for local charities and groups. 
 
 
Diane Berkley - Florida Panthers 
Diane’s hometown team is the Florida Panthers. She teaches 1st-8th grade Social Studies at 
Ernest R. Graham K-8 Academy and has been a teacher for 26 years. Diane is a fourth-
generation teacher and knew she wanted to become a teacher at a very young age. She loves 
working with students and helping them to understand new concepts. Outside of the classroom, 
Diane’s volunteer activities range from reading to young students to being the make-up artist 
and puppet designer for the school’s musical theater club. 
 
 
Darcie LoneHill - Minnesota Wild  
Darcie’s hometown team is the Minnesota Wild. She teaches 9th-12th grade at Central High 
School and has been a teacher for 26 years. Darcie enjoys watching her students learn and 
discover new things, especially technology. She thrives watching her students gain the 
confidence to be successful knowing she has made a difference in their lives. Outside of the 
classroom, Darcie spends most of her days at her local ice rink where she watches her grandson 
play hockey.  
 
 
Lauren Peek - Nashville Predators 
Lauren’s hometown team is the Nashville Predators. She teaches 6th-8th grade Math and College 
and Career Readiness at Goodlettsville Middle School and has been a teacher for 38 years. 
Lauren uses the Future Goals™ program with her College and Career Ready students, and all of 
her 6th, 7th and 8th grade students completed the program this year. Lauren comes from a family 
of teachers and always knew it would eventually be her calling.  



 

 

 
Jennifer Buck - New York Islanders 
Jennifer’s hometown team is the New York Islanders. She teaches 6th grade at South Middle 
School and has been a teacher for 24 years. As a young student, Jennifer loved school and 
everything about education. Being a teacher, she understands she has the opportunity to have a 
similar impact on other young people. Outside of the classroom, Jennifer is active as a youth 
coach and has also been involved with fundraising for the high school booster club to create 
positive experiences for student athletes.  
 
 
Bryan Becker - New York Rangers 
Bryan’s hometown team is the New York Rangers. He teaches 3rd-5th grade STEM, Hydroponics, 
Computer Science & Civics at P.S. 380 and has been a teacher for 14 years. Bryan began working 
as a paraprofessional/Teaching Assistant in college where he found a love for education and 
decided to pursue the field as his career. What he loves most about teaching is building positive 
relationships with students and helping them discover a love of STEM.  
 
 
Janice Henderson - Ottawa Senators 
Janice’s hometown team is the Ottawa Senators. She teaches Grade 6 English at St. Thomas 
More School and has been a teacher for 13 years. Before her career in education, Janice worked 
at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum as a tour guide. She is passionate about finding ways 
to engage students and show them the practical application of their studies. Outside of the 
classroom, Janice volunteers with Girl Guides of Canada as an Embers Leader and is a Medical 
First Responder instructor.  
 
 
Jack Martine - Philadelphia Flyers 
Jack’s hometown team is the Philadelphia Flyers. He teaches 6th-8th grade SEL (Social Emotional 
Learning) at Veterans Memorial Intermediate School and has been a teacher for 23 years. Jack 
decided to become a teacher because of his passion for sharing knowledge and helping others 
become lifelong learners. Jack revealed the most rewarding thing about teaching is when you 
witness students getting excited when they achieve their personal goals. Outside of the 
classroom, Jack is a high school basketball coach and works as a youth basketball coach in the 
Summer.   
 
 
Gregory Sovek - Pittsburgh Penguins  
Gregory’s hometown team is the Pittsburgh Penguins. He teaches 6th grade English and STEAM 
(Science Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) at Butler Intermediate High School and has 
been a teacher for 11 years. Gregory became a teacher to have a positive impact on children and 
society. What he likes the most about teaching is making a difference in the lives of his students.  
Outside of the classroom, Gregory volunteers at his church through various activities and cheers 
on the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
 
 
Jonathan Hare – Tampa Bay Lightning 
Jonathan’s hometown team is the Tampa Bay Lightning. He teaches 7th and 8th grade English, 
Business Marketing, Digital Info and Tech at Azalea Middle School and has been a teacher for 21 
years. Jonathan is inspired by his students, especially young scholars who are eager to learn. He 
loves witnessing their progress in the classroom. Jonathan chose to become a teacher to help 
others and feels it’s become a fulfilling and positive part of his life.   
 



 

 

 
Kamla Rambaran – Toronto Maple Leafs 
Kamla’s hometown team is the Toronto Maple Leafs. She teaches Grades 1-6 at McMurrich 
Junior Public School and has been a teacher for 23 years. As an educator, Kamla brings together 
instructional practices and strategies while leveraging technology to help develop her students 
into active, responsible global citizens. She approaches teaching through empathy and 
encourages her students to take risks, think critically and be innovative. Outside of the 
classroom, Kamla participates in her school board’s professional learning network and is a Digital 
Lead Learner Mentor for educators across the school board.  
 
 
Suzanne Gudjonis - Vegas Golden Knights 
Suzanne’s hometown team is the Vegas Golden Knights. She teaches middle school English and 
Robotics at Walter Johnson Junior High School Academy of International Studies and has been a 
teacher for 25 years. Suzanne was inspired to become a teacher by her 4th grade Social Studies 
teacher who encouraged her to “think outside of the box.” Suzanne enjoys watching her students 
experience new and exciting learnings in the classrooms and the wonder and awe that comes 
from their experiences. Suzanne’s favorite part of teaching is being in the room when ideas come 
to life.  
 
 
Vinh Tran – Winnipeg Jets  
Vinh’s hometown team is the Winnipeg Jets. He teaches Grades 7-9 Math at Hugh John 
MacDonald School and has been a teacher for 30 years. Vinh has spent most of his career 
supporting under-served children in inner city schools. Vinh has been able to apply different 
strategies in his teaching to help students understand mathematical concepts all while inspiring 
and instilling a love of math in them. Vinh feels he has found success in his teaching because he 
understands his students and their points of view.   
 
 


